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True Blue Mirror  
 

Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman 
 

February 8, 2019 – May 4, 2019 
 
 

  
   

Opening Reception and Artists’ Talk  
Saturday, February 9, 2019 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. (December 4, 2018) – The McEvoy Foundation for the Arts is pleased to announce 
True Blue Mirror: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman, the premiere Bay Area exhibition for artists Ellen 
Berkenblit and Sarah Braman. Opening February 9, 2019, True Blue Mirror features recent works by 
Berkenblit and Braman from the McEvoy Family Collection.  
 
Taking its title from one of Berkenblit’s works, curator Kevin Moore stages a theatrical dialogue between 
Berkenblit’s gestural semi-abstract Pop Art paintings and the historic Constructivism of Braman’s blocky, 
quasi-mystical sculptures and environments. Moore finds in the combined bodies of work numerous 
formal correspondences between materials, vocabularies, and palettes despite differences in scale and 
dimensionality. The exhibition proposes an impromptu stage production of sorts, engaging Braman as 
set designer and Berkenblit as casting director.  
 
Juxtaposing the work of these two prolific mid-career contemporary artists provides an opportunity to 
read their deeply personal vocabularies and senses of line, color, and composition as both reflected and 
refracted through the vision of the other. These playful exercises, among others in True Blue Mirror, 
reveal surprising similarities as well as surprises within the similar. 
 
In addition to similar color palettes, each artist engages aspects of the American vernacular in her work. 
Berkenblit's paintings, with their recurring cast of animated imaginary characters, reference newspaper 
comics and incorporate humble household fabrics. Braman's sculptures exploit a similar cheery color 
palette, which serve as a medium for synthesizing a host of domestic objects, such as camper shells, 
chairs, and vintage wallpaper. Both artists' large-scale works may be seen as monuments to various 
aspects of American domestic life. 
 
Moore says of the exhibition’s theme and borrowed title, “True Blue Mirror suggests reflection: both a 
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literal reflection, as a mirror does, but also as a means of introspection. It’s intriguing that these two 
artists, working in different mediums and meeting in person for the first time to formulate this show, 
have so much in common in terms of color palette and they also work from a very interior place: two 
private worlds that look alike, “reflecting” each other, yet imperfectly as mirrors do. The similarities are 
pleasing and the differences are thought-provoking.” 
 
Expanding the emphasis on the visual conversation in play between the artists, Berkenblit and Braman, 
working with Moore, have collaborated to further contextualize True Blue Mirror and their artistic 
similarities by together curating a selection of works by other artists from the McEvoy Family Collection 
they liken as mutually influential. The selection will be featured as an auxiliary installation to True Blue 
Mirror.  

 
### 

 
Exhibition Schedule 
 
True Blue Mirror: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman 
February 8 – May 4, 2019  
Admission is free and open to the public. The McEvoy Foundation for the Arts is open Tuesday – Friday, 
10am – 6pm and Saturday, 11am – 5pm. 
 
Artists’ Talk 
Saturday, February 9, 2019, 3:30 – 5pm 
A public conversation with artists Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman, moderated by curator Kevin 
Moore.  
 
Public Opening Reception 
Saturday, February 9, 2019, 5 – 8pm  
Celebrate the exhibition opening with the artists and curator in attendance.  
 

### 
 
Artist Biographies 
Ellen Berkenblit (b. 1958) is a painter who lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. She studied painting 
at The Cooper Union and her work is in many museum collections, notably the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; the Aspen Art Museum; the Whitney Museum of American Art; and The 
Museum of Modern Art, New York. Her first film, Ellen Berkenblit: Lines Roar, was shown at the Drawing 
Center, New York in 2018. 
 
Sarah Braman (b. 1970) is a sculptor who lives and works in Brooklyn, New York and Amherst, 
Massachusetts. She grew up in Tonawanda, New York and attended the Tyler School of Art, Philadelphia 
and the Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore. She had a solo exhibition at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston in 2013. Her work Driving, sleeping, screwing, reading (included in the present exhibition) 
was featured at the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, North Adams in 2017.  
  
Curator Biography 
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Kevin Moore is a writer and curator based in New York. In addition to helping build the McEvoy Family 
Collection, he is the Artistic Director and Curator of FotoFocus, Cincinnati. Moore has produced 
numerous museum exhibitions and accompanying catalogues, most recently, Old Paris and Changing 
New York: Photographs by Eugène Atget and Berenice Abbott (Taft Museum of Art/Yale University Press, 
2018), Mamma Andersson: Memory Banks (Contemporary Arts Center/Damiani, 2018), and "Emulsion 
Society," in Lincoln Kirstein's Modern (Museum of Modern Art, 2019). 
 

### 
 
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
Established in 2017, the McEvoy Foundation for the Arts (MFA) presents exhibitions and public 
programs that engage, expand, and challenge themes present in the McEvoy Family Collection. MFA 
collaborates with guest curators and artists to produce three exhibitions each year, accompanied by 
daily video screenings and regularly-scheduled public programs of talks, workshops, film screenings, 
concerts, and performances. MFA creates an open, intimate, and welcoming place for private 
contemplation and public discussion about art and culture through the creative richness of the McEvoy 
Family Collection. 
 
The McEvoy Family Collection features works in a wide array of media such as painting, photography, 
drawing, video, sculpture, and installation. Artists include Mamma Andersson, Diane Arbus, Carol Bove, 
Brassaï, Richard Diebenkorn, Lee Friedlander, David Hockney, Alex Katz, Goshka Macuga, Christian 
Marclay, Robert Motherwell, Nathan Oliveira, Dario Robleto, Larry Sultan, Mark di Suvero, Wayne 
Thiebaud, Andy Warhol, James Welling, Edward Weston, Garry Winogrand, Libby Black, and Lisa 
Yuskavage, among others. A shared theme of books, newspapers, and other media reflects the family’s 
long career in publishing.  
 
Images [Left to right]: Ellen Berkenblit, Untitled, 2015, gouache and graphite on paper, 11 x 15 inches. 
Courtesy of the artist, Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles Projects, and Anton Kern Gallery. Photo credit: 
Jeff McLane. Sarah Braman, Driving, sleeping, screwing, reading, 2016, truck cap, steel, aluminum, glass, 
rug, books, hand-dyed fabric, acrylic sticker and sticker set paint, 81 x 100 ½ x 101 ¾ inches. Courtesy of 
the artist and Mitchell-Innes & Nash, New York. 
 
For Media Interviews, Images and Editorial Requests:  
Wendy Norris, Norris Communications 
(415) 307-3853; wendy@norriscommunications.biz 
 
For More Information:  
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
1150 25th Street, Building B  
San Francisco, CA 94107  
415.580.7605  

mcevoyarts.org  
info@mcevoyarts.org  
@mcevoyarts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) 
Gallery admission free.  
  


