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Introspections 
 

 

McEvoy Foundation for the Arts, Screening Room 
February 8 – May 4, 2019 

 
 

 
   

A selection of video shorts that playfully explore identity through the lens of 
commercial television and digital media. 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. (January 22, 2019) – Since its emergence in the 1960s, artists have used video art 
to both critique the medium of television and to appropriate its strategies to explore new approaches to 
art, filmmaking, and performance for the camera. Introspections, curated by video and performance 
artist Mads Lynnerup, presents five short videos that satirize commercial media, television or more 
recent digital platforms, to explore language, identity, and the construction of self. The thirty-minute 
program is organized in conjunction with MFA’s exhibition True Blue Mirror: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah 
Braman and runs daily at the McEvoy Foundation for the Arts from February 8 – May 4, 2019. 
 
By means of self-portraiture in playful parodies of commercial media conventions, the works in 
Introspections feature the artist/maker as director, and actor/subject. In Nao Bustamante’s Rosa Does 
Joan (1992), the artist infiltrates The Joan Rivers Show in a convincing performance as an exhibitionist, 
manipulating an unsuspecting talk show host and public. William Wegman’s 1972 commercial-length 
Deodorant parodies the desire of social acceptance promised in personal hygiene ads of the day, and 
Unfollow (2014), Yung Jake’s riff on the music video, satirizes the genre’s often-told “boy-meets-girl” 
love story by confronting the influence of social media on relationships. Lynnerup notes, “The featured 
works facilitate an introspective viewing experience that compels the viewer to reflect on the medium 
of video and television. Using this increasingly mainstream medium, the five artists in Introspections 
introduce decidedly uncommon ideas into the popular culture of the time.” 
 
Presented in conjunction with True Blue Mirror: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman (February 8 – May 4, 
2019), the works in Introspections amplify the exhibition’s themes of language and the creative voice, 
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representation and identity, and the tension between the public and private spheres in the practice of 
making art.  
 
 
Screening Room Program  
 
Bjørn Melhus, The Oral Thing, 2001 
In Bjørn Melhus’ The Oral Thing, edited audio clips from The Maury Show are reorganized and 
reanimated into a new narrative that highlights the absurdity and voyeurism of tabloid talk shows. 
 
Nao Bustamante, Rosa Does Joan, 1992 
The artist Nao Bustamante infiltrates The Joan Rivers Show in 1992, presenting herself as an 
exhibitionist. The video alternates between footage from the show’s taping and the behind the scenes 
activities, revealing the layers of constructed realities found in talk show television. 
 
Trisha Baga, There’s No “I” in Trisha: Season One, 2006 
There’s No “I” in Trisha: Season One casts artist Trisha Baga in a multitude of stereotypical sitcom roles 
that critique the typecast gender norms of popular programming, reference popular cultural 
touchstones from Friends to Frasier. 
 
William Wegman, Deodorant, 1972 
Manipulating the time-constricted limitations of television commercials, William Wegman’s Deodorant 
parodies the desire for social acceptance embedded in the personal hygiene ads of the day. 
 
Yung Jake, Unfollow, 2014 
Unfollow, Yung Jake’s riff on the music video, satirizes the genre’s often-told “boy-meets-girl” love story 
by confronting the influence of modern technology, such as Instagram and Facebook, on relationships 
and self-representation. 
 
Curator Biography 
Mads Lynnerup is an artist and assistant professor at the San Francisco Art Institute (SFAI), whose 
practice incorporates video, performance, sculpture, and installation. Influenced by social and economic 
issues, Lynnerup’s work playfully comments on everyday experiences, as well as on tendencies and 
trends within the art world. Lynnerup received an MFA from Columbia University in New York City and a 
BFA from San Francisco Art Institute. Lynnerup has an extensive national and international exhibition 
record, including commissions and exhibitions by Creative Time, PS1, and MTV in New York; SFMOMA; 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum, San Francisco; The Mori Art Museum, Tokyo; Zacheta National 
Gallery of Art, Warsaw; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; and Kunsthalle Fridericianum, Kassel, 
Germany, to mention a few. He has received a Eureka Fellowship, an Artadia Award, and Toby Devan 
Lewis Award. He is currently the chair of the New Genres program at SFAI.  
 

••• 
 
Related Programs 
 
Exhibition: True Blue Mirror: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman 
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February 8 – May 4, 2019 
True Blue Mirror is the Bay Area premiere exhibition for artists Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman. 
Drawn from the McEvoy Family Collection, the exhibition stages a theatrical dialogue between 
Berkenblit’s gestural, semi-abstract paintings and the vernacular materials of Braman’s blocky, quasi-
mystical sculptures and environments. Juxtaposing the work of the artists – who had not met in person 
prior to formulating this exhibition – reveals correspondences in line, color, and composition, yet 
differences in scale and dimensionality, as reflected and refracted through the vision of the other.  
 
True Blue Mirror is complemented by an installation of works from the McEvoy Family Collection chosen 
by the artists, featuring photographs by William Eggleston, Robert Adams, Diane Arbus, Moyra Davey, 
and Walker Evans, among others. The exhibition is curated by Kevin Moore. 
 
Artists’ Talk: Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman 
Saturday, February 9, 2019 • 3:30 – 5pm 
MFA presents Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman in conversation with curator Kevin Moore. Over the 
course of the conversation the artists will share insights into their unique methods and practices and 
their experiences collaborating on the exhibition at MFA. The opening reception for True Blue Mirror: 
Ellen Berkenblit and Sarah Braman, follows the conversation.  
 
Admission is free. Seating is limited and available by reservation at mcevoyarts.eventbrite.com. 
 
Film Screening: My Art 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 • 7 – 8:30pm 
Laurie Simmons, United States, 2016, 86 min., English 
Acclaimed contemporary artist Laurie Simmons’ feature directorial debut is an odd and unexpected 
journey toward finding one’s artistic momentum. When she is asked to house-sit for a famous friend in 
upstate New York, artist Ellie Shine (Simmons) seizes the opportunity to escape her urban artworld 
malaise and get down to work. Ellie finds inspiration in the countryside and in three unlikely 
collaborators who help her stage elaborate recreations of classic Hollywood films. With humor, grace, a 
shrewd sense of self, and star-power from the likes of Parker Posey, Lena Dunham, Josh Safdie, John 
Rothman, and Robert Colhessy, this off-kilter romantic comedy elaborates upon the exhibition’s 
concerns with physical acts of art-making and sensorial reanimations of found materials and cultural 
tropes. Official selection: 2016 Venice International Film Festival; 2017 Tribeca Film Festival. 
 
$7 general admission, free for students/seniors with ID. Tickets are available at 
mcevoyarts.eventbrite.com.  
 

••• 
 
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
Established in 2017, the McEvoy Foundation for the Arts (MFA) presents exhibitions and public 
programs that engage, expand, and challenge themes present in the McEvoy Family Collection. MFA 
collaborates with guest curators and artists to produce three exhibitions each year, accompanied by 
daily video screenings and regularly-scheduled public programs of talks, workshops, film screenings, 
concerts, and performances. MFA creates an open, intimate, and welcoming place for private 
contemplation and public discussion about art and culture through the creative richness of the McEvoy 



 

For Immediate Release 

 

January 22, 2018 Introspections Press Release Page 4 

Family Collection. 
 
The McEvoy Family Collection features works in a wide array of media such as painting, photography, 
drawing, video, sculpture, and installation. Artists include Mamma Andersson, Diane Arbus, Carol Bove, 
Brassaï, Richard Diebenkorn, Lee Friedlander, David Hockney, Alex Katz, Goshka Macuga, Christian 
Marclay, Robert Motherwell, Nathan Oliveira, Dario Robleto, Larry Sultan, Mark di Suvero, Wayne 
Thiebaud, Andy Warhol, James Welling, Edward Weston, Garry Winogrand, Libby Black, and Lisa 
Yuskavage, among others. A shared theme of books, newspapers, and other media reflects the family’s 
long career in publishing.  
 
Image: Bjørn Melhus, The Oral Thing, 2001, Single Channel Video, 8 min., loop. Courtesy the artist. 
Video Still © Bjørn Melhus. 
 
For Media Interviews, Images, and Editorial Requests 
Wendy Norris, Norris Communications 
415.307.3853, wendy@norriscommunications.biz 
 
Nate Gellman, Communications Manager 
415.580.7605, ngellman@mcevoyarts.org 
 
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
1150 25th Street, Building B  
San Francisco, CA 94107  
415.580.7605  

mcevoyarts.org  

@mcevoyarts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) 
Gallery admission free.  
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