
 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

The Artists’ Edition Considered Through Collected Artworks, 
Objects, and New and Commissioned Works 
 

 
Ala Ebtekar, Thirty-six Views of the Moon, 2018. Found book pages treated with cyanotype 
and exposed to moonlight. Dimensions variable. Courtesy of the artist and The Third Line. 
 
What is an edition, anyway? 
May 24 – September 7, 2019 
 
Opening Reception 
Saturday, June 1, 2019, 5–8pm 
 
 
San Francisco, CA. March 21, 2019 – Opening May 24, 2019 at the McEvoy Foundation for 
the Arts (MFA), What is an edition, anyway? explores the traditions, conditions, assumptions, 
and inventive expressions of the contemporary artists’ multiple. 
 
The group exhibition presents artworks and objects from the McEvoy Family Collection and 
the collection of Thomas Cvikota, alongside projects by Enrique Chagoya, Daniel Clowes, Ala 
Ebtekar, Jonn Herschend, Stephanie Syjuco, and Hank Willis Thomas. A related video 
program, curated by Tanya Zimbardo, features works from the visual artist and filmmaker 
Alison O’Daniel. 
 
What is an edition, anyway? is the Bay Area version of an exhibition of the same name co-
curated by Cvikota for Chicago’s Mana Contemporary in 2018. For this iteration, or “edition,” 
MFA expands the exhibition’s vision by including examples of traditional practices as well as 
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new and commissioned works that employ photography, performance, illustration, and digital 
technologies to pose further questions about creating artworks in edition. 
 
Limited-edition prints, book and album cover designs, musical recordings, film ephemera, and 
other objects dating from the mid-twentieth century to the present and assembled from the 
McEvoy Family Collection and the collection of Thomas Cvikota, provide a contemporary, 
historical context to edition-based practices. Engaging the perspectives of six contemporary 
artists, MFA invited Chagoya, Clowes, Ebtekar, Herschend, Syjuco, and Willis Thomas, each 
with practices deeply rooted in the Bay Area, to identify a ready-made or creative work that 
reflect their personal interpretations of the concept. Themes of politics, ownership, 
authenticity, sampling, distribution, and creative autonomy run strongly through the 
presented objects and artworks. 
 
“In the tradition of arts and crafts, an edition is an idea reproduced in limited quantities. The 
assumption is that the limited edition is the best version of the original,” says Susan Miller, 
Executive Director, McEvoy Foundation for the Arts. “Where is the beginning and where is the 
end of that idea? MFA’s version of What is an edition, anyway? empowers artists whose 
practices are steeped in an exploration of copies and editions to respond to the exhibition’s 
title, and to do so by example.” 

… 
 
Exhibition Schedule 
 
What is an edition, anyway? 
May 24 – September 7, 2019  
 
Public Opening Reception 
Saturday, June 1, 2019, 5–8pm 
 
Additional performances, screening, talks, and workshops will take place throughout the run 
of the exhibition. What is an edition, anyway? is presented in tandem with the San Francisco 
Art Book Fair (July 19–21, 2019). Further programming to be announced. 
 

### 
 
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
The McEvoy Foundation for the Arts (MFA) presents exhibitions and events that engage, 
expand, and challenge themes present in the McEvoy Family Collection. Established in 2017, 
MFA creates an open, intimate, and welcoming place for private contemplation and public 
discussion about art and culture. Rooted in the creative legacies of the San Francisco Bay 
Area, MFA embodies a far-reaching vision of the McEvoy Family Collection’s potential to 
facilitate and engage conversations on the practice of contemporary art. MFA invites artists, 
curators, and thinkers with varied perspectives to respond to the Collection. These 
collaborations produce three annual exhibitions in MFA’s gallery and daily video programs in 
the Screening Room, as well as dozens of film, music, literary, and performing arts events 
each year. 
 
The McEvoy Family Collection features works in a wide array of media such as painting, 
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photography, drawing, video, sculpture, and installation. Artists include Mamma Andersson, 
Diane Arbus, Carol Bove, Brassaï, Richard Diebenkorn, Lee Friedlander, David Hockney, Alex 
Katz, Goshka Macuga, Christian Marclay, Robert Motherwell, Nathan Oliveira, Dario Robleto, 
Larry Sultan, Mark di Suvero, Wayne Thiebaud, Andy Warhol, James Welling, Edward Weston, 
Garry Winogrand, Libby Black, and Lisa Yuskavage, among others. A shared theme of books, 
newspapers, and other media reflects the family’s long career in publishing.  
 
For Media Interviews, Images and Editorial Requests 
Wendy Norris, Norris Communications 
(415) 307-3853; wendy@norriscommunications.biz 
 
Nate Gellman, Communications Manager 
(415) 580-7605; ngellman@mcevoyarts.org 
 
For More Information  
McEvoy Foundation for the Arts  
1150 25th Street, Building B  
San Francisco, CA 94107  
415.580.7605  
mcevoyarts.org  
info@mcevoyarts.org  
@mcevoyarts  
 
Gallery Hours 
Tuesday–Friday: 10am – 6pm 
Saturday: 11am – 5pm 
Sunday–Monday: Closed 
 
Exhibitions are free and open to the public.  
 


